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Statement of Disposition of Remains 
Deceased 1.   Name (First  M.I.  Last) 2.  Service & Grade 

 USCG O-
  W- 
 USCGR E- 

3. SSN  

4. Name (First  M.I.  Last) 5. Relationship to deceased  6.  Best Phone  Home
 Work
 Cell 

Person Authorized to 
Direct Disposition 

(PADD) 
7.  Address of PADD

 
Transfer of PADD to another Next Of Kin (NOK), or relinquishment of PADD to USCG, or disposition direction by PADD 

Option 
A 
 
 
 

_______ 
PADD Initials 

• Coast Guard: Responsible for PRIMARY (INITIAL) CARE EXPENSES (includes embalming, dressing, standard casket, 
etc.), then TRANSPORT to the funeral home named below.   

• PADD: Responsible for all SECONDARY CARE EXPENSES (includes funeral home, funeral service, interment, etc.).   
• Designated Funeral Home:   
 
By law, the Coast Guard may reimburse PADD for certain expenses.  By initials at left, PADD acknowledges limits that apply for Option A: 

• All reasonable costs to transport remains; plus either  
• Actual interment expenses, up to $6,000 if interment was in a civilian cemetery; or  
• Actual interment expenses, up to $3,600 if interment was in a state or federal government cemetery.  

Option 
B 
 
 
 

_______ 
PADD Initials 

• Coast Guard: Responsible for PRIMARY (INITIAL) CARE EXPENSES (includes embalming, dressing, standard casket, 
etc.), then TRANSPORT to the government cemetery named below.   

• PADD: Responsible for consigning remains directly for burial in a Government cemetery.  Includes appropriate 
SECONDARY CARE EXPENSES (single grave space, interment, etc.).   

• Designated Government Cemetery:   
 
By law, the Coast Guard may reimburse PADD for certain expenses.  By initials at left, PADD acknowledges limits that apply for Option B: 

• All reasonable costs to transport remains; plus  
• Actual interment expenses, up to $1,000 for interment in a state or federal government cemetery.   

Option 
C 
 

_______ 
PADD Initials 

• Coast Guard: Responsible to arrange for cremation of remains.   
• PADD: See reverse side of this form for cremation options.  Responsible for consigning remains directly for burial in 

a Government cemetery.  Includes appropriate SECONDARY CARE EXPENSES (single grave space, interment, etc.).   
• Coast Guard: If requested, provide military escort for cremains (cremated remains) to:    

Option 
D 
 
 
 

_______ 
PADD Initials 

• PADD: I desire to make all arrangements.  Release remains to the funeral home named below.   
• Coast Guard: Release remains to the funeral home designated by PADD.   
• Designated Funeral Home:   
 
By law, the Coast Guard may reimburse PADD for certain expenses.  By initials at left, PADD acknowledges limits that apply for Option D: 

• All reasonable costs to transport remains; plus either  
• Actual interment expenses, up to $8,800 if interment was in a civilian cemetery; or  
• Actual interment expenses, up to $7,300 if interment was in a state or federal government cemetery.  

Option 
E 
 
 
 

_______ 
PADD Initials 

PADD:  I acknowledge that I am, at this moment, the Person Authorized to Direct Disposition (PADD) of the remains of 
the Coast Guard member named in Block 1, above.  For reasons that I do not need to state but that are sufficient for me, I 
hereby reassign the rights and responsibilities of the PADD.  I believe I have the legal right to make this authorization.  I 
specifically release the U.S. Coast Guard, its officers, agents, and employees from any and all liability that may arise from 
my decision.  The right to direct disposition of these remains will rest exclusively with the new PADD.   
 

1. PADD reassigned to _____________________________________________________________________; or  
2. PADD reassigned to the Coast Guard.   

8. (For options A, B, or C) ____ Wooden Casket (standard grade) 
 
____ Wooden Urn 

____ Metal Casket (standard grade) 
 
____ Metal Urn 

10.  Typed or printed name of PADD 11.  Signature of PADD 
 
                                                          Date: 

12. Typed or printed name of witness 13.  Signature of witness 
 
                                                                                       Date: 

 



MMSO/NMA Form 5360/1 (draft rev 4/2007) 

 
 
The Statement of Disposition of Remains (SDR) is a written declaration by the Person Authorized to Direct Disposition (PADD) 
as to their intent to exercise the rights and responsibilities of the PADD for the remains of their family member who died while on 
duty with the Coast Guard.  Where the Coast Guard has custody of the remains, it summarizes the PADD’s wishes and direction 
for the Coast Guard to follow with regard to identification, preparation, and expeditious return of the remains.   
CACO:  Present this form to the PADD when discussing funeral and burial arrangements.  To the extent possible, complete 
Blocks 1-7 prior to meeting with PADD.   
Block 5:  The hierarchy for PADD moves through Next Of Kin (NOK), in a specific order:  

1. Blood relative specifically designated, in writing, by the deceased member; 
2. Spouse;  
3. Adult children 18 YOA or older, in order from eldest down;  
4. Parents (eldest first);  
5. Siblings (eldest first).   
6. If there is no one in the hierarchy, seek guidance from Program Manager.   

Individuals in the PADD hierarchy may decline to take specific action by designating the person next-in-line for PADD, or by 
designating the Coast Guard to function as PADD.   
 
Reimbursement for “reasonable cost to transport remains” shall not exceed the amount it would have cost the government to 
transport the remains.   
 
The PADD must select one of the “Options” – A through E – and initial the space under the option number.  Additional 
information regarding Options 1 through 6 is listed below: 

o Option A, write the name, address, and phone number of the funeral home the remains will be shipped to or that 
will be handling the interment in the space provided.  Also identify the cemetery, if already known.   

♦ If the family would like to cremate the remains following the funeral service, the cost of the cremation will be 
covered under Primary Care Expenses.  A standard military urn (wood or metal) may be provided to the 
PADD at no additional cost, or they may select an urn with an allowance of up to $300, also covered under 
Primary Care Expenses.   

o Option B, write the name, city, and state of the veterans’ cemetery where the interment will take place. 
o Option C – Direct Cremation.  If the PADD requests the Coast Guard to make arrangements for the remains to be 

cremated, and the cremains carried by military escort to a designated location for a funeral service. 
 

o Option D – The maximum amount of reimbursement for primary and secondary expenses is shown. 
o Option E – The PADD may relinquish rights to direct disposition to the next legal NOK (for example, spouse 

relinquishing rights of disposition to parents of the deceased, etc.) or to the Coast Guard.  Be sure that the form 
clearly shows to whom the torch is passed and indicate it in the space provided below the statement.  The 
relinquishing PADD must initial Option E.   

 CACO:  A new Statement of Disposition of Remains form must be filled in with the new PADD’s information 
and selected Option.   

 
♦ Paying Funeral Expenses:  In all cases, the funeral home should bill the Coast Guard directly for all authorized reimbursable 

expenses.  The Decedent Affairs Officer should 1) work closely with the family and the funeral home to ensure they both 
know what their total cost is and which expenses are reimbursable.  
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